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This seminar reports on a cross-cultural research collaboration in Fiji funded by the Australia Department 
for Foreign Affairs and Trading through the Category 1 AustralianAID Development Research Awards Scheme 
(Harris, Glover, McInnes, Carter, Diamond, Brock & Neill, 2013-2016). This study has focused on collaboratively 
developing community strategies for fostering young children’s literacies in their home languages and English, 
in three culturally and linguistically distinct case study communities – an indigenous Fijian community in a 
semi-rural setting; an Indo-Fijian community in a rural setting; and a culturally diverse community in an urban 
setting. Taking a critical participatory action research approach, researchers engaged with families and their 
children as co-investigators to develop sustainable strategies from within their traditions and contexts. At the 
heart of this study has been engaging with children’s, families’ and communities’ voices through authentic 
dialogic encounters, and aligning these voices within and across the many layered contexts of children’s lives. 
Key early childhood stakeholders and decision-makers also took part, engaging in semi-structured interviews 
about their perspectives and experiences of literacy and languages in Fiji and of key policy imperatives and 
practices. These interviews, along with document analysis of key policy documents such as Fiji’s national early 
childhood guidelines, enabled the fieldwork in communities to be aligned with and further inform key policy 
imperatives in the early years literacy space. This seminar describes the study and  shares key findings related 
to the strategies that have been developed; evidenced benefits of these strategies; and how these strategies 
can be sustained into the future.

Professor Pauline Harris holds the de Lissa Chair, Early Childhood (Research) at the University 
of South Australia, in partnership with the Government of South Australia’s Department for 
Education and Child Development. Pauline has expertise in children’s language, literacy and 
literature; children’s voices, participation and citizenship; and matters related to connecting 
early childhood research, policy and practice. She has several Australian Research Council 
funded studies, and currently leads the AustralianAid ADRAS Project, ‘Preschool literacy in 
Fiji’ Project with colleagues at the University of South Australia in partnership with Ufemia 
Camaitoga and National Council of Women Fiji. She is co-editor of the international Journal 
of Early Childhood Literacy and sits on various advisory boards. Pauline is a strong advocate 
for children’s voices, which lie at the heart of her research. Pauline has authored numerous 

publications including five books, her most recent book being Children as citizens: Engaging with the child’s voice in 
educational settings (Harris & Manatakis, 2013)
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