
 

 

 

  

Closing date:  1 February 2023 

Project details:  
In New Zealand, deforestation has significantly reduced roosting habitat of the critically threatened 
long-tailed bat. Long-tailed bats primarily roost in tree cavities and hollows, broken branches, and 
under peeling bark of both indigenous and exotic vegetation. The small, fragmented populations in the 
Waikato region are further threatened by the loss of mature vegetation from increasing urbanisation 
and associated infrastructure. However, there have been numerous areas of replanting and vegetation 
restoration conducted over the past 50 years, such as Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park. These 
areas cover a diverse range of maturity, patch size, vegetation composition and pest control. Such 
areas may represent potential refuges for long-tailed bats, and future restoration plans could consider 
factors such as vegetation type and patch size to encourage favourable roost habitat. 
 
Funded by Boffa Miskell and Waikato Regional Council, the objective of this masters research project 
is to identify and survey a range of native vegetation restoration sites to identify factors favourable to 
roosting by long-tailed bats. Acoustic surveys for long-tailed bats will also be undertaken at the sites to 
determine seasonal activity levels. Survey data will be coupled with restoration plans and landscape 
information to identify factors associated with long-tailed bat activity. This information will be 
synthesised to produce recommendations for restoration planting programmes with the intention of 
providing suitable habitat for long-tailed bats.  In addition, the acoustic surveys will help identify areas 
of bat activity and where further research can be conducted to locate bat roosts. 

 

Eligibility and selection criteria:  
 enrolled in a master’s degree in a relevant discipline (e.g., Ecology and Biodiversity or other 

relevant science) and intending on undertaking a 120-point (12-month thesis), able to start in 
2023; 

 an interest in terrestrial, restoration and behavioural ecology; 

 good grades (ideally B+ average) for 300-level papers. 

Application documents required: 
 

 CV with copies of academic transcripts 

 A personal statement (max 1 page) related to the research project (including your interest, your 
motivation to work in this field. 

Short-listed candidates will be invited to a short-interview in early February 2023. 

Value and tenure of funding:  
Tenure Masters = full-time for up to 12 months 

 

Stipend Masters = $10,000 per annum paid monthly 
 

Fees full tuition fees 
 

Student Services 
Fee 

 Not Included 

Other  
 

 

Contact and email address for applicants 
Name Grant Tempero and Kate Richardson 

Email grant.tempero@waikato.ac.nz 
Kate.Richardson@waikatoregion.govt.nz  
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