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Helen Penn began her career as a primary teacher. Then for 
four years she worked as a family daycare adviser in a London 
Borough. She became Assistant Director for Education in 
Strathclyde Region in Scotland, and developed its integrated 
preschool education, childcare and welfare programme. She 
has undertaken research at the London (now UCL) Institute 
of Education and became Professor of Early Childhood at 
the University of East London (UEL), and co-Director of the 
International Centre for the Mixed Economy of Care (ICMEC).  She 
is now Professor Emeritus at UEL. Her recent research has been 
about the private childcare market in the UK and internationally.  
She has worked for many international organizations including 
EU, OECD, UNICEF and UNESCO on early childhood policy 
issues, and is currently involved in a global review of UNICEF’s 
early learning programmes. Her latest books are Understanding 
Early Childhood: Issues and Controversies (Open University Press 
2014) and (co-edited with Eva Lloyd) Childcare Markets: Do They 
Deliver an Equitable Service? (Policy Press 2013). She has also 
undertaken a recent review for the Irish organization Start Strong 
on the private market. http://www.startstrong.ie/contents/565

Where: TT1.05 
When: Tuesday 3 November 2015

Time: 4-5pm

Ensuring Quality in a Market System

New Zealand, like Australia, the USA and the UK, now 
has a system of childcare which relies heavily on private 
for profit entrepreneurs to deliver childcare. Unlike the 
education system, where the government recognizes a 
necessity and accepts a responsibility to provide education 
for all children, childcare is a consumer purchase.  Parents 
select and buy the childcare they can afford. In this 
context, what does “quality” mean?  What is expected of 
the children, and from the adults who care for them? 
New Zealand has an impressive early childhood curriculum 
and assessment system, but how much is this being 
undermined by the fragmentation and increasing market 
orientation of services. This talk will consider some of the 
recent evidence about private for profit childcare.

Helen Penn, Professor Emeritus, University of East London

There will be drinks and nibbles 
available after the seminar in the 
McLaren Room. 
RSVP by 30 October for the 
seminar to: 
mdrum@waikato.ac.nz

For more information
on the Early Years 
Research Centre please 
see: 
www.waikato.ac.nz/wmier/centres-
and-units
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