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Public Law and Policy

Te Piringa – Faculty of Law at the University of 
Waikato has an established tradition of outstanding 
scholarship in Public Law and Policy as demonstrated 
by the contributions of the Faculty’s founding  
Dean, Professor Margaret Wilson, and  
Professor Sir Grant Hammond.

Today a significant number of Faculty 
members continue to have research 
interests in these fields focused on 
the Faculty’s founding principles of 
professionalism, biculturalism, and the 
study of law in context.

Current work in the Faculty covers a wide 
range of common law jurisdictions, in 
addition to New Zealand and Pacific Island 
states, and extends from constitutional  
and administrative law and theory to  
giving effect to the principles of the  

Treaty of Waitangi and Māori & indigenous 
governance.

The Public Law & Policy Research Unit 
promotes the widest conception of Public 
Law and Policy, encompassing administrative 
law, charity and the regulation of civil 
society, constitutional law, criminal law 
and justice, and international law. It 
was established to fill a clear gap in the 
interrogation of these policy research areas 
in an integrated and holistic way.

Aims & Objectives
The main aims and objectives of the Public Law & Policy Research Unit are to 
promote research in the areas of public law and policy, and to develop a research 
unit of national and international reputation by providing:

• A focal point for the exchange 
of ideas between academics, 
practitioners and civil society 
through colloquia, symposiums, 
seminars and public lectures;

• Research support for Faculty 
members and visiting scholars 
engaged in relevant research projects;

• Encouragement and development 
of research output by the Faculty’s 
research students through a 
programme of work-in-progress 
seminars and research forums;

• Interaction with overseas scholars 
and practitioners through the 
Faculty’s visiting professor and 
scholar programmes;

• Engagement and outreach with 
governments and NGOs in Pacific 
Island states, and with public 
authorities in the Waikato region and 
central North Island; and

• Dissemination of research findings 
through publication.

These aims and objectives will  
be reflected in the events held by  
the Unit.
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Research activities

Members of the Unit are committed to producing ambitious cutting-edge work in a 
wide range of subject areas

They seek to influence the national and 
international debates on significant issues 
and to shape both academic discourse and 
the development of a coherent body of 
law and public policy through the scholarly 
vitality, analytical rigour and creativity of 
their research.

Their legal research is carried out either 
individually as self-directed work or in 

collaboration with academics from across 
the Faculty, the wider University, or other 
institutions both nationally and worldwide.

To foster discussion, the Unit will hold 
colloquia, symposiums, seminars and public 
lectures, as well as informal meetings.

Since it is primarily a research institution, 
the Unit does not seek to provide a 
structured programme of continuing 

education courses for the legal profession.

However, a number of its events will be 
accredited with Continuing Professional 
Development points, and it is hoped that 
its research activities, and the publication 
of the results of that research, will be of 
particular interest to the legal profession 
and those involved in public law and policy.

The breadth of this research activity 
is reflected in the subject areas 
offered for postgraduate study. This 
includes:

• Access to information

• Administrative law

• Bill of Rights

• Charity and the regulation of  
civil society

• Conflict of laws

• Constitutional law

• Criminal law and justice

• Human rights

• International law

• Judicial review

• Law officers of the Crown

• Law reform commissions

• Local authorities law

• Officers of Parliament

• Official information

• Ombudsmen

• Privacy

• Public law

• Superior courts

• Treaty of Waitangi

• Tribunals and commissions of inquiry

Our research in the field of international law focuses on armed  
conflict, conflict of laws, foreign investment law, humanitarian law, human rights, 

international criminal law, international environmental law, international trade, law 
of the sea, and public international law.
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Our people

Members of the Public Law & 
Policy Research Unit include:
• Dr Alberto Alvarez-Jimenez

• Ms Paulette Benton-Greig

• Associate Professor Claire Breen

• Dr Anna-Marie Brennan

• Ms Juliet Chevalier-Watts (Associate 
Director)

• Associate Professor Nathan Cooper

• Dr Trevor Daya-Winterbottom (Director)

• Professor Alexander Gillespie

• Professor Sir Grant Hammond

• Dr Keaka Hemi (Associate Director)

• Dr Robert Joseph

• Ms Brenda Midson

• Ms Gay Morgan (Director)

• Associate Professor Valmaine Toki

• Professor Margaret Wilson

Research students attached to 
the Unit include:
• Giulia Dondoli

• Dee Holmes

• Suliana Mone

• Adrienne Paul

• Shaista Shameem

• Aref Shams

• Rogena Sterling

• Katrina Werahiko

Visitors include:
• Jon Gould, Professor of Public Affairs and 

Law, American University, Washington DC

The Unit also works in close collaboration 
with other research institutes, centres, and 
units within the Faculty and across the 
University (e.g. the Centre for Environment 
Resources & Energy Law, and the Māori & 
Indigenous Governance Centre).

International links
Internationally, the Public Law & Policy 
Research Unit works in close collaboration 
with leading academics and research 
groups in the public law and policy fields, 
including:

• William S Richardson School of Law, 
University of Hawai’i

• University of Houston Law Center
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Contact us

Should you wish to contact, engage or collaborate with the Unit, please contact any 
one of our Directors by email

Ms Juliet Chevalier-Watts

Associate Director
waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/julietcw

Dr Trevor Daya-Winterbottom

Director
trevor.daya-winterbottom@waikato.ac.nz 
waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/trevordw

Professor Sir Grant Hammond

waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/grant-hammond2
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Dr Keaka Hemi

Associate Director
keaka.hemi@waikato.ac.nz 
waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/khemi

Ms Gay Morgan

Director
gay.morgan@waikato.ac.nz 
waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/morgan

Professor Margaret Wilson

waikato.ac.nz/law/about-us/staff/academic/mwilson
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