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Mihi
E ngā waka

Kia maiangi tārewa i te awa o Waikato

Hukehukea te hoe o te mātauranga kia pou titia

Toi ake ki te papa o Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato

Nau mai, haere mai!

Dr Sarah-Jane Tiakiwai
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Māori

Ko te tangata
I hope you take full advantage of the many opportunities 
available for you here at the University. It is a chance for you 
to further develop your skills and knowledge base, try new 
experiences, build relationships for the future and prepare for  
a career and life beyond study. 

Now, more than ever, Māori leaders will play a significant role  
in shaping our nation, and as you will see from the profiles  
within this brochure, will be called upon to support the shaping 
of the next generation. Take up the challenge, lead by example, 
and be bold.

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui.



Manaakitanga
We know feeling connected and coming together is important for 
a smooth transition to university study. Waikato has Māori student 
support programmes that can help in this transition, regardless of your 
level of study.  We also have number of Māori student groups to offer 
guidance and help you be part of the Waikato whānau.

Māori mentors in every faculty
Each Faculty has a Māori mentoring unit 
and we also have one in Tauranga to offer 
support services such as academic assistance, 
programme advice and pastoral care.

• Te Aka Matua – Arts and Social Sciences

• Te Paetata – Computing and Mathematical 
Sciences

• Te Kura Toi Tangata – Education, and Health 
Sport and Human Performance

• Te Pūtahi o te Manawa – Science and 
Engineering

• Tātai Aronui – Māori and Indigenous Studies

• Te Piringa – Law

• Te Raupapa – Management

• Te Toka – Tauranga campus

Māori student groups
• Te Waiora – largest Māori student group on 

campus

• Te Ranga Ngāku – Management

• Te Whakahiapō – Law

• Tūmata Kōkiri – Education, and Health, Sport 
& Human Performance



Tautoko

Our staff

While Waikato has renowned strength in the teaching and research of  
te reo Māori and tikanga Māori, its Māori expertise can also be found 
across the various disciplines. 

In computer science, award winning lecturer 
Dr Te Taka Keegan worked with Google to 
create automatic Māori language translation; in 
education, Professor Mere Berryman contributed 
to the only New Zealand programme to win a 
World Innovation Summit for Education Award, 

and specialist work on Indigenous populations 
has seen Professor Tahu Kukatai handpicked for 
an international team of data miners. Check out 
some of our staff and students below, and visit 
our website to see other profiles.

Ingoa: Hon. Te Ururoa Flavell Nō hea: 
Ngāti Rangiwewehi, Ngā Puhi, Ngāti 
Raukawa, Ngāti Te Ata Kura: Faculty 
of Māori & Indigenous Studies, Faculty 
of Arts & Social Sciences, Waikato 
Management School

Kaupapa: The former Minister of Māori 
Development and leader of the Māori Party, 
Te Ururoa Flavell now teaches politics across 
three Faculties.  His extensive knowledge and 
real world experience gives students a first-
hand account of life as a politician.

Ingoa: Professor Rangi Matamua  
Nō hea: Tūhoe Kura: Te Pua Wānanga  
ki te Ao – Faculty of Māori and 
Indigenous Studies

Kaupapa: Professor Matamua is known 
internationally as the Aotearoa Star Man. 
His research is revitalising te reo Māori 
and Māori astronomy.

Ingoa: Tuhoropunga-Te Hoi Kereru Paki  
Nō hea: Waikato, Ngāti Whāwhākia Kura: 
Student Success Coordinator for the Te Ara ki 
Angitū: Pathways to Excellence Programme

Kaupapa: A descendent of Rāhui Pōkeka, Tuhoro 
is inspired by this programme “to ensure tauira 
and their whānau are given every opportunity to 
attend a prestigious whare wānanga like Waikato”.



Our students

Ingoa: Ngāpera Keegan Nō hea: Waikato, 
Maniapoto, Raukawa, Ngāti Apakura, 
Ngāti Porou Kura: Te Mātauranga Pūtaiao 
me te Pūkaha – Faculty of Science and 
Engineering

Kaupapa: I am studying a Bachelor of 
Science majoring in Environmental 
Sciences. I completed an internship at 
the Waikato Regional Council where I 
researched Kaitiakitanga and Mātauranga 
Māori. I have been fortunate enough to 
win scholarships including the prestigious 
Ngarimu VC, and I have an avid passion 
for other sciences including chemistry, 
mathematics and earth sciences.

Ingoa: Naomi Simmonds Nō hea: Raukawa, 
Ngāti Huri Kura: Te Kotahi Research 
Institute and Te Pua Wānanga ki te Ao – 
Faculty of Māori & Indigenous Studies

Kaupapa: Naomi has won over $1million in 
grants for her research around iwi wellbeing. 
She actively works with her own marae, Pikitu, 
to put her research into practice through 
environmental restoration and engagement.Ingoa: Professor Mere Berryman  

Nō hea: Ngāi Tūhoe, Ngāti Awa, Ngāti 
Whare Kura: Te Kura Toi Tangata Faculty 
of Education

Kaupapa: Professor Mere Berryman’s 
research has improved Māori success in 
education. She was also a finalist for the 
Kiwi Bank New Zealander  
of the Year in 2017.

Ingoa: Te Ao Mihiata Paenga-Morgan  
Nō hea: Ngāti Konohi, Ngai Tāmanuhiri, 
Te Tairāwhiti whānui Kura: Faculty of 
Māori & Indigenous Studies and Waikato 
Management School

Kaupapa: The Sir Edmund Hillary scholarship 
I was awarded for excellence in Māori 
Performing Arts enabled me to combine a 
conjoint degree in Arts and Business with 
my kapa haka commitments. The very high 
profile Faculty of Māori & Indigenous Studies 
made Waikato my first choice.



Whakawhanaungatanga
“Ki te kotahi te kākaho ka whati, ki te kāpuia e kore e whati.”  
- Kīngi Tawhiao

If one toetoe stands alone it is vulnerable, but together in a bundle they 
are unbreakable. 

We host many academic and social events 
on our Hamilton and Tauranga campuses 
each year. These draw on kaupapa Māori and 
whanaungatanga to enhance your student 
experience, build your support networks and 
gain lifelong memories and friendships.

• Pōwhiri  
For new staff and students at Te Kohinga 
Mārama marae in Hamilton, and Pōmare 
Marae at the Windermere campus in 
Tauranga

• Māori ki Waikato orientation 
A dedicated induction programme during 
O-Week that provides extra guidance and 
information around Māori support services

Whakapā mai  
Contact us

We’re here to answer any questions you 
may have about coming to university, and 
can take you on a tour of our campuses. 
Contact our Future Student Advisers at 
recruitment@waikato.ac.nz or on 
0800 WAIKATO.

Haere tauira mai, hoki mātanga atu.

• Events 
Faculty and school-specific events and 
activities around Matariki, Te Wiki o te Reo 
Māori, Inter-Faculty Hākinakina and other 
kaupapa

• Kīngitanga Day 
A day of celebration of the University’s 
distinctive heritage and relationships

• Cultural hour 
Every Wednesday on campus you have the 
opportunity to experience different cultures 
and celebrate your own with performances, 
clubs, kaitahi and gatherings.



At Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato, our strong community of Māori students and staff 
work together in the pursuit of excellence and personal development, enabling our 
Māori students to reach their full potential.

Find out more at waikato.ac.nz/maori
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