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. Praise for this book

Janet Moyles’s ‘The Excellence of Play’ has become a corner-stone of Early
Childhood Education and Care and provides evidence that young children
learn best by playing, exploring, experimenting - in short having exciting,
adventurous, creative experiences which are meaningful and interest them.
The ideas and examples in the chapters from Janet and her co-writers (many
aof them ‘new’) are a source of utter delight. Please, please someone, make this
book compulsory reading for MPs and policy wonks.

Tricia Dovid, Emeritus Professor, Canterbury Christ Church University

‘The Excellence of Play’ is now in its 4th edition and this is testimony to how
thought-provoking an edited collection it continues to be. This much anticipated
new edition does not disappoint: there are chapters written by foremost
authors in the field and a vast array of perspectives on play are gathered
together in one volume, In summary, this book is a valuable contribution to the
field of Early Childhood Studies and should be considered essential reading
Jor students and practitioners alike. On reading this book, one is left in no

doubt about the primacy of play in young children’s lives and the important
role of adults in supporting their play.

Dr. Deborah Albon, London Metropolitan University

This book explores play from differing perspectives, which combine to provide
a thought-provoking and comprehensive account of its value. The rigorous
introduction examines and explains the relevance of the different chapters,
written by experts in their fields, placing them in historical, cultural, psycho-
social, curricular and pedagogical contexts.

This new edition of a classic text offers encouragement as well as information
to all working with young children and their families. It provides grounded
evidence for the importance of play, spelling out the complex but crucial
contribution it makes to self-regulation, motivation and well-being, which are
under threat in current conditions. Readers will be equipped to qffirm and
disseminate the importance of ensuring that future generations benefit from
meaningful play.

Wendy Scott, Prestident TACTYC

Play absorbs children; it fascinates them. It also fascinates and intrigues
teachers, researchers and theorists, as the fourth edition of this book
demonstrates. Its contributors do Jjustice to the delights, complexities, puzzles
and imponderables of play and make a powerful case against the undue
“schoolification” of childhood and for the “playification” of schooling.

Colin Richards, HMI (retired) Emeritus Professor of Education,

University of Cumbria
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International dimensions of play
and transitions
Sally Peters

Summary

i i from earl
This chapter considers the role of play in supporting chﬂdr;r; }?: ;ﬁiﬁorﬁsx;ew Zeamg
hildhood education to school. It will draw on a number o e e
Studies that look at children’s learning journeys as ghe;r;[‘ Ir::loI\(fii e
d curricula. The i
i ECE) and school contexts an . ' ) o
ed;llceaz? r1211(e inte)rnational discussions on this topic, and a]iso 1;1&;23;;5 izcrxl me of L
St(:)rategies teachers have utilised to enhance the role of play in
s

research findings associated with this approach.

Cameo 1 N
3 ta
Joe discusses with his teacher how he felt about starth?g school: 'l w?‘r;r:]ati bg
. day care 'cause you have to be in clothes, not a umflorm - .lgou it~
?t Ia%hes and you can do anything.' Asked if there's anything spe e
::ﬂ;sc;s he.rt.afllects ‘l, I,  miss that . . . um, the big plag,llg1'|01.;nd 'chaa;jjtihosé
ide, it ! he adds ‘I, I, | mi
is a slide, it's pretty fast.' Later .
E!sggrg:;]:use | know bikes . . . and, and | know bikes and go really fast and we
ikes e ;
have a slide for bikes and they go really fast.
o _ i
Introduction

¢ ol holds in store for Joe, who ‘knows bikes),
o h(ﬂt}: batl ?dzxvg;gﬁ:* :;izfljﬁhwohen he grows up. He's mtere:?ted 1rjT sgf;;dd(gifs\
a{'ld D t?d e) and likes rugby and basketball. What can the stories of : 01;0 e
o ]?S ; about the experiences of children as they make the mov e_tive e
classm.ate: tfl U might supporting their transitions so they have a posl il
i({gzlelfg éheig‘;clﬁegfement later? Although New Zealand has a generally hig|

e g bl T
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educationa] attainment there ig concern about the gap between the highest and lowest
performers, and regular comment about the ‘tail’ in achievement data (see, e.g., New
Zealand Treasury, 2008 Clark, 2013). However, as Macfarlane (2014) notes, perhaps

This chapter briefly outlines the New Zealand context in which the studies have
taken place. It then touches on pre-transition play, explores Ways of connecting the
learning Journey across the transition, play in the early weeks at school and some of

for ‘new entrants’ here, raising some specific challenges for both children and their
teachers,

New Zealand research On transitions. (Curriculum documents for ECE (Ministry of
Education, 1996) and school (Ministry of Education, 2007; 2008) can be found online,)
When thinking about early years curriculum planning, one problem is ‘making the

1s ‘Who makes the selection?' (Lawton, cited in Mutch, 2001: 75). With differing views
about what is worthwhile, and about how to achieve what is deemed worthwhile,
curricula for young children can be experienced as ‘sites of struggle’ between ideas
about what early years education is for, and what are appropriate content and contexts

learning on which to build,
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