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He toi whakairo, he mana tangata. Where there is artistic excellence, there is human dignity.

We sincerely acknowledge Nikki Kennedy, almuna of the University, and Taputapu Ltd for the 
patterns used on the cover of this publication.
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Welcome

Today is a time of joy, excitement and shared sense of fulfilment, 
as you come to this final point of your study and realise your 
goal. As Chancellor, I feel privileged to share a moment of your 
celebration, as you take this opportunity to reflect both on the 
time you have spent as part of the University of Waikato whānau 
and on your achievements, which we recognise today.

In life, there are pivotal moments which mark both an end and a 
beginning. They are moments to cherish. We stop today for one 
of those moments, to recognise and experience that sense of 
fulfilment as each of you crosses the room.

Savour your special moment; be proud of all that you have 
contributed to the realisation of this dream. Recognise the 
support of those with you today. They are your families, the 
staff, and your fellow students. As you stand here together, 
remember and be grateful.

“Ko te tangata” is the vision which makes this University so 
special. It is always the people who make that difference, and we 
greatly appreciate the difference you have made.

My very best wishes for your future, as you step forward into the 
next stage of your journey.

Arohanui.

Susan Hassall 
Chancellor 
University of Waikato
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Graduation is a wonderful part of the tradition of universities. Your 
ceremony today combines elements that reflect 800 years of tradition 
since the first universities were established, as well as elements that 
reflect the University of Waikato’s unique culture. 

Today’s graduation ceremony recognises the hard work and scholarly 
achievements of each of our graduates. The perseverance and 
intellectual effort that you have put into every assignment, every 
exam, every lab experiment and late-night study session is reflected 
in our celebration of your achievements. As Vice-Chancellor, it is an 
honour and pleasure to share it with you. 

It is also a special moment for those who have supported each of 
our graduates as they have undertaken study towards their degree 
or diploma. The cost of studying is substantial, and the focus and the 
effort required for successful completion of a qualification requires 
sacrifices that impact on family and friends. Your support has no doubt 
played an important part in making our graduates’ journey in tertiary 
education the success it has been. 

To our graduates, I hope your experience at the University of Waikato 
has been fulfilling. I trust that you take away not only the skills and 
knowledge that you have acquired during your studies, but also great 
friends and memories of your time at the University of Waikato. 

From today, you are a member of the alumni of the University of 
Waikato. We look forward to staying connected with you through the 
years and of hearing about your future achievements and success.

Professor Neil Quigley 
Vice-Chancellor 
University of Waikato
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Order of proceedings

The assembly will be invited to stand as the academic procession enters the room

Opening karakia and mihi whakatau

The New Zealand national anthem will be sung

The Chancellor will address the assembly

The Chancellor will confer the qualifications on graduates from each division/faculty

The graduate speaker will be introduced and address the assembly

Proceedings will conclude with a closing karakia

The assembly will stand from the official procession from the room

Graduates’ procession from the room  
(please remain standing until the procession has left)

Following the ceremony, graduates and guests are warmly invited to join  
University staff for light refreshments.
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Qualifications to be conferred at  
University of Waikato, Tauranga

Friday 10 April 2026
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Friday 10 April 2026, 10.00am

Te Wānanga o Ngā Kete | Division of Arts, Law, Psychology and Social Sciences

Te Kura Toi | School of Arts

Bachelor of Arts 

Elise Sylvia Broughton

Isabella Rose Greer

Aurelia Rose Faye Le Roy

Chaniqa Kaia Pancha

Pauline Taavili Wulf

Azariah Meri-Ana Uenuku Wihapi

Graduate Diploma in International Languages and Cultures

Cherie Yolanda Wyatt

School of Law, Politics and Philosophy

Bachelor of Laws with Honours 

Clifford John Paxton, with First 
Class Honours

Bachelor of Laws

Martina Lucia Adler Del Puerto

Sarah Grace Alexander

Arie Boer

Keeley Ann Carr

Alistair Russell Denize

Mitchell Davidson Dickson

Lauryn Flore

Jack Stanley Graves

Temanaaki Aroha Hoani

Alice Rachel Lane

Briana Madison Perry

Vanshika Sharma

Jessica Clare Taft

Ellen Ann-Marie Taylor

Nathan Ian Thompson

Zoe Frances Rose Trower

Manawamotetangi Mikey Vercoe

Ally Maree Wollaston

Graduate Diploma in Law

Vasheesh Bhageerutty
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School of Psychological and Social Sciences

Master of Applied Psychology 

Margot Isobel Burton, with 
Second Class Honours (first 
division)

Belinda Joy Frame, with Second 
Class Honours (second division)

Master of Social Sciences 

Dmitrii Kharitonov, with First 
Class Honours

Bachelor of Social Sciences

Kelly Gwen Berentson

Oliver Samuel Blaber

Andre Brian Butler

Aldene Griezel

Amelie Enrica Harsant-Brown

Constance Lara Jefferson

Philippa Erin O’Leary

Madeline Christine Pardoe

Millicent Amy Pinder

Storm Reece Roberts

April Rose Sharpe

Elizabeth Kate Simpson

Tabitha Tamzin Taylor

Caitlin Elizabeth Wright

Belle Yeoman

Bachelor of Social Work 

Neihana Malachai Kahukura

Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology

Alisha Desiree Harley Brittney Marie McComb Libby Jane Scott, with Distinction
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Friday 10 April 2026, 11.30am

Te Wānanga Toi Tangata | Division of Education

Doctor of Philosophy

Kerry Lynda N-Garrett, BASc, GradDipT Massey PGCertAppPr Unitec, PGDipEdLeadership, MEd Waikato 
Thesis title: “Exploring Shifts in Teaching Practice through the use of Digital Technology in the Mathematics 
Classroom: A Qualitative Study” 
Supervised by: Nigel Calder, Simon Taylor

Master of Education 

Brett Roland Klyen, with Second 
Class Honours (first division)

Anna Rebecca Wright Abbey Louise Yule, with Second 
Class Honours (first division)

Master of Educational Leadership 

Cheri Michell Heeni Gallagher, 
with First Class Honours

Gemma Ellen Petterson, with 
First Class Honours

Darren Alexander Scott, with First 
Class Honours

Master of Teaching and Learning

Kathryn Sara Cable

Millicent Una Maya Cole

Lucy Amelia Cooper

Gabriela de Almeida Miranda 
Teixeira

Ruth Ann Dunne

Hayley Cedar Ellis-Smith

Brylee Ella Maria Gordon

Ford Mitchell Saunders

Laura Maree Smith

Elijah Logo Taula

Oliver Benjamin Wesley

Bachelor of Social Sciences 

Malak Khaled Elsayed Mohamed 
Hassan

Bachelor of Teaching

Pauline Lesley Broughton

Ashlee Jade Buchan

Carrie Clerke

Isabella Grace Cook

Charla Jaclyn Heather Dougal

Jamahl Tioko Ellis-Kuka

Briana Kathleen Flexman

Anika Fourie

Nixie Jill Jackson

Sandra Gaye Palmer

Jahzara Leah Takimoana 

Connor Pomana Henderson 
Thom

Hannah Elisabeth Turner
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Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching 

Michelle Natalie Angilletta

Finley Robin Davenport

Juliette Anne Drysdale

Maddison Tyler Johnston

Alison Olivia Kindley

Michael John Kramer

Jessica Hester Le Roux

Jeremy Mark Macdonald

Vanessa Ann Marshall

Monica Jillian McEwan

Dominic Nicholas Daniel Quaeck

Natalie Johanna Smyth

Graduate Diploma in Teaching

Lee Graeme Fowler

Connor Blair Franklin

Samantha Jan Theresa Freeman

Heather Victoria Goodall

Ashanti Theresa Greig

Clayton Robert John Hamilton

Michele Maree Hunter

Ravinder Kaur

Acacia Paige Kelsen

Bella Johanna Mason

Jasmine Ella McCleery

Holly Jade Reynolds

Brodie Jade Ryall

Alexander Slater

Gloria Grace White

Zoe Anne Winters
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Friday 10 April 2026, 1.00pm

Te Wānanga Waiora | Division of Health

Doctor of Philosophy 

Amanda Lowry, BSocSc, BSocSc(Hons), MSocSc, GradDipStratMgt, Waikato 
Thesis title: “The embodied and lived experiences of welfare and care for highly impaired, high performance 
para-sport athletes in Aotearoa New Zealand” 
Supervised by: Robert Townsend, Kirsten Petrie, Lynda Johnston

School of Nursing and Midwifery 

Postgraduate Diploma of Health Science 

Cathy-Lee Campbell, with 
Distinction

Ashlea Helen Simons

School of Sport and Human Movement 

Master of Health, Sport and Human Performance 

Naia Grace Anderson, with First 
Class Honours

Bachelor of Health, Sport and Human Performance 

Ruby Elizabeth Barnes

Denyeill Awhina Brown

Nate Urlich Camplin

Adrian Harrison Sutherland 
Caverhill

Minnie Cate Davies

Matthew Gordon Groenewald

Joanna Elizabeth Harrison

Todd Martin Herbert, also 
awarded Graduate Diploma in 
Teaching

Takabwebwe Kabuati

Lara Martine Marsh

Sean Peter Nicholson

Irza Smeenk

Kayla Maree Steel

Teagan Manaia Carol Tapa

Alexandra Grace Vanstone

Maia Te Aranga Mary Wilson

Bachelor of Sport and Human Performance 

Julie May Allen

Emma Alison Susan Bailey

Kyla Rangitukunoa Bidois

Kohan Grant Bigham

Ryonn Ngahuia Cooper

Thomas David Page

Wayne Nicholas Hapi Roberts

Jarred Akapita Whata
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Te Wānanga Pūtaiao | Division of STEM

Doctor of Philosophy 

Akuhata Patrick Stephen Bailey-Winiata, BSc, MSc (Research), Waikato 
Thesis title: “Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua – A Māori framework for coastal climate change adaptation” 
Supervised by: Joanne Ellis, Shari Gallop, Iain White

Saeid Esmaeil Nia, BEngAg, MEngAg University of Tehran, Iran 
Thesis title: “Enhancing rainfall measurement using microwave links at three scales” 
Supervised by: Sinniah Ilanko, Michael Duke, Arthur Fang

Megan Pareue Ranapia, BASc AUT, BSc(Hons), Waikato 
Thesis title: “Pātangaroa: Co-developing management strategies for a starfish outbreak in Ōhiwa Harbour” 
Supervised by: Kura Paul-Burke, Conrad Pilditch, Shaun Craig Ogilvie, Richard Hugh Bulmer

Au Reikura | School of Computing and Mathematical Sciences

Bachelor of Computer Science 

Logan Barry Peck

Te Kura Mata-Ao | School of Engineering 

Master of Engineering 

Jani Kaushalya Chathurangani 
Liyanage Dona, with Second Class 
Honours (second division)

Bachelor of Engineering with Honours 

Nathan Leslie Shakes, with First 
Class Honours
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Te Aka Mātuatua | School of Science

Master of Science (Research) 

Juliet Lange Linzmeier, with First 
Class Honours

Thomas Scott-Simmonds, with 
First Class Honours

Elizabeth Margaret Ann 
Thompson, with First Class 
Honours

Caitlin Ashleigh Thomson, with 
First Class Honours

Bachelor of Science with Honours 

Shaye Louise Woolford, with First 
Class Honours
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Friday 10 April 2026, 2.30pm

Te Raupapa | Division of Management

Master of Business and Management 

Aswin Raj Ramakrishnan

Master of Management 

Yang Yang

Bachelor of Business 

Rachel Anne Annett

Erland Berntsen

Aleisha Hayley Boyce

Joshua Lucas Callander

Jayden Luke Cantwell

Alyssa Jane Chitty

Samantha Michelle Craven

Cyril Anne Barrios Dela Vega

James Robert Derrick

Charlize Duncan

Mataio Robert Te Kira Evaroa

Dominic James Fawkner

Angus William Goodwin

Jan-Hendrik Hamann, also 
awarded Graduate Certificate in 
Project Management

Amandeep Kaur

Jagkirat Kaur

Matthew Thomas Jon Lochhead

Sean Harvey McDonagh

Dillan-Lee Aroha Murray

Moana Danielle Papworth

Micaela Steyn

James Christopher Tollemache

Adrian Joshua Antipuesto 
Tomanan

Jaskaran Singh Toor

Marco Dante Turner

Chantelle Oriwia Waimerene 
Ua-Marsh

McKayla Jane Vickers

Postgraduate Diploma in Human Resource Management

Oliver Edward Broad, with 
Distinction

Diploma in Business

Siobhan O’Neill

Certificate in Business

Kelsey Lynn McCullagh

16 The University of Waikato



Te Wānanga Pūtaiao | Division of STEM

Te Aka Mātuatua | School of Science

Bachelor of Science 

Melissa Jean Burton

Tyler Liam Cox

Keanu James De Cleene

Ryan Thomas Dodson

Maeva Tiana Gerbeaux

Ryan Kye Juan Goh

Henry Samuel Tahi Greaves

Lewis Mark Hansen

Linda Hurt

Hollie Paige Maguire

Jamie Jonathan McCardle

Bella Jo-Anne Muir

Tyler Michael Sherman

Jenna Caitlin Mary Stephenson

Melissa Jane Tipene

Lesley Juliette Varon Alvarez

Waiari Marama Karen Vosse-
Ramsbottom

Brin Kadyn Watson

Jody Ann Webster
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Friday 10 April 2026, 4.00pm

Te Pua Wānanga ki te Ao | Faculty of Māori and Indigenous Studies 

Bachelor of Arts 

Rebecca Hinerau Aramiro 
Nicholas

Diploma in Te Tohu Paetahi 

Janie Mele Ale

Cherie Paula Anderson

Mikayla Marie Apiti

Aimee Isobel Bartlett

Whana Robert Barton

Katrina Marie Black

Gabrielle Rose Brown

Erin Margaret Burningham

Evita Mary Cameron

Sophia Tina Carlson

Nikau Grace Chater

Devin Eli Bosma Church

Claudia Lee Ann Cook-Green

Lorraine Debbie Lee Cooper

Tihema Ivan Cooper

Mana Hira Davis

Rhonda Glenda Douglas

Nia-Sophina Kataraina Edwards

Annika Gina Ettema

Lily Sheree Antoinette Gillies

William Kaapene-Moroni 
Tahurangi Goldsmith

Laura Louise Gow

Taliyah Matamoe Graham

Teia Rose Grant-Jaram

Lissa Gay Grigson

Chanita Waimarie Rose Hamiora

Ashleigh Te Rau Aroha Hansen-
Davidson

Chloe Neeve Hart

Toni-Lee Hinerangi Hawira

Gemma Huirua Hiini

Natalie Te Atawhai Marie 
Hilterman

Graham Quintin Hoete

Joseph Ian Houia

Mikeely Paige Ivil

Kellie-Anne Jepsen

Mere Alice Kawha

Kelly Gina Kuka

Ohinemataroa Marsters

Te Reo Powhiri Tovika Matautia

Simon James McGillivray

Tamielle Kahurangi Monk

Pauline Jessica Morgan

John James Mullany

Sapphire Georgette Mullany

Maanawatanga Ki Te Ngaakau 
Nicholas Marston

Tina Faito Te Hirata Norman

Donna Michelle Northcroft

Karel Edenmarie Norton

Aidan Kane Ohutu-Heta-Wakeley

Sharleen Sen Peri

Jade Kahurangi Heni Peters

Manea Ngahuia Pohatu-
Abrahams

Morgan Parekura Poi

Rameka Manuel Poihipi

Tayla Jean Elizabeth Lee Porter-
Waho-McLeod

James Rangi Roberts

Corinne Charlotte Rogers-Hall

Janelle Marie Rotarangi

Kiana Tracey Rua

Rachel Olivia Lilian Ryan

Eli Katene Samuels

Harmony Te Arohanui Samuels

Kahiwa Te Heikoko Winifred 
Wehipeihana Sebire

Teia Te Wharekotuku Beatrice 
Wehipeihana Sebire

Millie Hineana Simpkins

James Patrick Smith

Steve Albert Te Aranga Sullivan

Bridgette Leigh Tapsell

Noah Manaia Maihi Tapsell

Monica-Rose Moana Te Kiri

Caughey Meleane Teisi

Bree Evelyn Teka

Chevez Ngahuia Thompson

Abbey Hine-Puawai Tuhakaraina

Shannon Chance Hararangi 
Turner

Ida Mirelle Uea

Neil Cody Wilkinson

Micah Te Kaponga Winiata
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Major scholarship recipients

We proudly recognise graduates who have been awarded major scholarships while studying at the 
University of Waikato. These scholarships celebrate outstanding achievement, leadership, dedication, 
and potential across a range of fields. Recipients of these major scholarships are detailed below.

We also acknowledge the many other graduates who have earned scholarships throughout the year. 
While we are unable to include every recipient in this booklet, we extend our warmest congratulations 
to all scholarship awardees and celebrate their accomplishments alongside those featured here.

Koko Kairangi | University of Waikato Prize for Best Doctoral Thesis 

Akuhata Bailey-Winiata 

Thesis title: “Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua – A Māori framework for coastal climate change adaptation.”

University of Waikato Doctoral Scholarship

Kerry Lynda N-Garrett

University of Waikato Disability Sport and Active Recreation Doctoral Scholarship

Amanda Lowry

University of Waikato Research Masters Scholarship

Margot Isobel Burton

Te Paewai o te Rangi: The University of Waikato Scholarship for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement

Elizabeth Kate Simpson

Lara Martine Marsh

Madeline Sara Sharpe

Moana Danielle Papworth

Te Ara Whānui Scholarship

Te Aorangi-Kowhai Penetito 
Morini
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Sir Edmund Hillary Scholarship

Dominic James Fawkner Ally Maree Wollaston

TECT Tauranga Campus First-in-Family Scholarship

Melissa Jean Burton

TECT Tauranga Campus Returning Student Scholarship

Aldene Griezel

Keanu James De Cleene

Kelly Gwen Berentson

Lesley Juliette Varon Alvarez
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Stay connected

Congratulations on graduating – you 
are now a member of the University of 
Waikato alumni community, a special 
group of more than 90,000 graduates 
making their mark on the world. 

Waikato alumni are connected by a common thread 
– the time they spent at the University of Waikato.

As alumni you’ll hear from our Alumni Relations 
team with updates about the University, invitations 
to events, inspiring stories of fellow alumni, 
professional development opportunities, and 
alumni catch-ups in your area. Alumni events are a 
great way to stay connected with the University and 
expand your networks.

Congratulations on graduating and joining the 
University of Waikato’s international alumni 
network. We look forward to staying in touch. 

 @WaikatoAlumni

 @UniversityofWaikato 

We encourage you to update your LinkedIn 
profile and list the University of Waikato  
under education.

Visit alumni.waikato.ac.nz to keep your 
contact details up-to-date and learn more 
about alumni benefits, including free alumni 
access to the Library and online databases.

Scan the QR code to  
update your details
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Gifted by the late Dr Te Wharehuia Milroy,  
The University of Waikato motto, ‘Ko Te Tangata’, 
means ‘For the People’, and articulates the 
University’s philosophy that people are central to 
our organisation, and are our most valued resource.

It’s an appropriate maxim given the University was 
established ‘by the people, for the people’, following 
many years of lobbying by a group of Hamilton 
locals, who saw an opportunity for the Waikato 
region to have its own university. 

The University opened in 1964 with 181 enrolments, 
and today we are proud to welcome 13,000 
students and employ 1,400 staff across our two 
vibrant campuses.

The University is committed to academic 
excellence, and provides academically challenging 
programmes that reflect the interests of students 
and the needs of the employers, industries  
and communities.

Students at Waikato enjoy quality learning 
experiences and smaller class sizes, flexible  
degree structures, and work-integrated learning 
to ensure they are industry ready, and supportive 
research supervision from internationally  
acclaimed academics.

The University values its relationship with the 
Kīngitanga, Waikato-Tainui and mana whenua. 
The rich heritage and cultural history of Kirikiriroa 
Hamilton and the Waikato region is reflected in our 
vibrant, multicultural University community.

Campus locations
Hamilton
Our Kirikiriroa Hamilton campus is situated on  
65 hectares of stunning grounds complete with 
cafes, lakes, vibrant Boon Street artworks, and  
on-campus accommodation.

The University is proud to be delivering all Hamilton 
graduation ceremonies in The Pā. Opened in 
mid-2023, The Pā is the landmark building at the 
heart of our campus. It reflects the University’s 
commitment to an integrated and accessible 
campus, and to a welcoming space that includes 
social interaction, hospitality and culture. 

Tauranga
Our award-winning Tauranga Moana campus offers 
a modern learning environment that is a stone’s 
throw from the beautiful Tauranga waterfront. 

The state-of-the-art building was designed with 
students in mind. It features stunning artworks  
that express a unique cultural narrative reflecting 
the University’s relationship with mana whenua 
and, more broadly, with Tauranga Moana and  
Bay of Plenty iwi. The University also operates 
dedicated facilities in Tauranga for coastal marine 
and aquaculture research, as well as high-
performance sport.

China
The University has around 900 students at its joint 
institute with Hangzhou City University in China.  
The purpose-built institute, designed with New 
Zealand design principles, teaching approaches 
and standards, offers degrees in Finance, Interface 
Design and Design Media.

The University of Waikato
Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato
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Deputy Vice-Chancellor Academic
Professor Jennifer Milam
BA (Barnard College), MA, PhD (Princeton)

Pro Vice-Chancellor Management
Jennifer Kerr
BA, GradDipSocSc (Waikato)

Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Professor Alister Jones
BSc (Otago), MSc, PhD (Waikato)  
DipT MRSNZ

Vice-Chancellor
Professor Neil Quigley
BA, MA (Hons) (Canterbury),  
PhD (Toronto)

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Māori
Dr Sarah-Jane Tiakiwai
BA, MA (Auckland), PhD (Waikato)

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research
Professor Gary Wilson
BSc (Hons), BMus, PhD (Victoria)

Pro Vice-Chancellor Education
Professor Claire McLachlan
BA, MA (Hons) First Class, PhD (Massey)

Pro Vice-Chancellor Health
Professor Joseph Lane
BSc (Hons), PhD (Otago)

Pro Vice-Chancellor Arts, Law, 
Psychology and Social Sciences
Professor Tim Smith
BAppSc (Hons) (Southern Cross), PhD 
(UNSW), Grad Cert Higher Ed (Griffith) 

Academic leaders
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Acting Pro Vice-Chancellor STEM
Professor Geoff Holmes
BSc (Hons), PhD (Southampton)

Dean of Māori and Indigenous 
Studies
Professor Tangiwai Rewi
BTchg (Waikato), MA, PhD (Otago)

Acting Head of Arts
Dr William Jennings
BSc, BA, MA, PhD (Auckland)

Head of Psychological and  
Social Sciences
Professor Vincent Reid
BA, MA (Hons) (Auckland), PhD (London), 
PGDip (Durham)

Head of Law, Politics, and 
Philosophy
Dr Justine Kingsbury
BA, MA (Victoria), PhD (Rutgers)

Dean of Law
Professor Tafaoimalo Tologata 
Leilani Tuala-Warren
BECon (Sydney), LLB, LLM (Waikato)

Head of Education
Professor Sally Peters
BEd, MEd, PhD (Waikato), DipT

Dean of Graduate Research 
Professor Emma Nicholson
MSci (Oxford), PhD (Bristol)

Assistant Vice-Chancellor Pacific
Dr Keakaokawai Varner Hemi
AA (Social Sciences) (Citrus College),  
LLB (First Class Hons), PhD (Waikato)
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Executive Head of School, 
Management
Professor Stuart Dillon
BSc, PGDipMgtSys, MMS, PhD (Waikato)

Dean of Science
Professor Margaret Barbour
BSc, MSc (Hons) (Waikato), PhD 
(Australian National University),  
GradCert (EdSt) (Sydney)

Dean of Engineering
Professor Mike Duke
BEng (Hons) (SBankPoly), PhD (SBank), 
AgriTech NZ

Head of Computing and 
Mathematical Sciences
Professor Annika Hinze
Dipl Math Techn Tu, PhD FU (Berlin), 
PGCertTT (Waikato)

Head of Nursing and Midwifery
Dr Ange Stewart
BSocSci, MMS (First Class Hons) (Waikato), 
DHSc (AUT) 

Head of Sport and Human Movement 
Will Roberts
BSc (Hons) (Glos), PGCTHE (Oxford), 
PGDip (Glos), MA (Cardiff Metropolitan), 
PhD (Gloucestershire)

Head of Design
Professor Ricardo Sosa
BDes (Hons) (UAM), PhD (Sydney)
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