RESEARCH DEFINITIONS  
	Content:
	Overall area of research (includes general and specific questions)

	Deconstructionism
	· Elaboration of particular texts rather than creating concepts or general systems.

· Only partially valid because of the dependence on other texts

	Deductive
	· Moves from the general to the specific

· Takes what is known (or assumed) as given, and deduces possible consequences 

	Empirical:
	Something or its impact is observable

(May be sensitive to the interdependence of theory and observation)

	Empiricism
	· Assumes that facts somehow speak for themselves and are independent of theory

· Experience of the outside world above all as the basis of knowledge, truth and method

	Epistemology
	· Concerned with defining knowledge and explaining how it works.  

· How is it possible to know the world? (Ontology accounts for what is in the world)

	Grounded 
	· Grounded in data which reveals trends and generates theories
· Grounded theory is explanatory theory grounded in data and developed inductively from data

	Hypothesis
	· Statement of expectation on the basis of prior knowledge

	Inductive
	· Moves from the specific to the general using information/knowledge from a small number of cases to develop general laws

	Iterative
	· Said or done again

	Method:
	Includes design, data collection and data analysis. Plus results, findings (answers to research questions) and conclusions (on basis of answers to research questions)

	Methodology
	· The principles and assumptions underlying the choice of techniques for constructing and analysing data.  

· It is the conceptional rationale for which methods are used and how.

· Organising research practices in relation to concepts -(Baxter & Eyles (1987)

	Paradigm: 
	A view of how science should be done (approach) - part of a conceptual framework

(A more or less systematic way of looking at the environment)

	Poststructuralism
	· Counters the perceived rigidities etc of structuralism in a mix with postmodernism but more contained, analytical and philosophical.  Effects:

· Rethinking of relationships between production of space and its representation especially through reconfigural concepts of cultural landscapes and landscape 

· Also text including literature, film, other media

· New concepts of power (what? Where located? How it operates?)

	Semiotics
	· The science of signs

· Focuses on the process whereby something comes to stand for something else

· A way of reading

	Structuralism
	Set of principles and procedures originally derived from linguistics that seek to expose underlying structures found in the cultural practices of human subjects

	Validity
	· : Isomorphism (or otherwise) between the reality being studied and the reality reported. 
· How well do these data represent the phenomena for which they stand? 
· Internal validity refers to research design – whether it is a true reflection of the reality being studied.
· External validity refers to the generalizability of the study’s findings. 

	Validity (especially of qualitative methods)
	· Credibility (is it an authenticated representation of what actually occurred?)

· Transferability of the material (i.e. making what occurred intelligible to the audience)

· Dependability of the interpretation (i.e. that it is not illogical, or how partisan it is)

· Confirmability of the study (i.e. the ability to audit the process that made it through personal reflection, audit processes or opportunities for informants to reply.
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