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Regulations for the niklas werner memorial prize

background

The Niklas Werner Memorial Prize was established in 2005 by the Werner family (Berlin, Germany) and the Music Department in memory of  PhD student Niklas Werner (1976-2005), who passed away on Mt Aspiring in January 2005. The purpose of the prize is to recognise a student’s outstanding achievement at graduate or postgraduate level in a primary area of research in which Niklas Werner was studying. 

regulations

1. The Niklas Werner Memorial Prize will be awarded to a graduate or postgraduate student enrolled in the Music Department at the University of Waikato for outstanding academic work in completed composition or research papers in any of the follow areas:

· interactive music systems 

· multi-user net based music 

· sonic art

· electroacoustic music

· music and technology

2. To be eligible for the prize, students must be enrolled full-time or part-time in a graduate or postgraduate programme in the Department of Music at the University of Waikato in the year of presentation.

3. The Selection Panel will be made up of the Chair of the Music Department, the Department’s computer music studio director (or nominee) and one other Department of Music staff member nominated by the Chair of Department.
4. The selection of the prize winner will be made on the basis of academic merit. The Selection Panel may refrain from making a recommendation if it finds no candidate of sufficient merit.
5. The prize will be awarded annually, payable as a lump sum.
6. In exceptional circumstances the prize may be shared.

7. The value of the award is at the discretion of the University of Waikato Scholarships Committee. The initial value of the prize will be $1,500. The prize amount will be reviewed every two years in light of prevailing interest rates. The balance of interest earned after deducting the annual prize will be reinvested back into the capital account to maintain the real value of the capital sum after inflation.
8. The presentation to the winner of the prize will be made in the September/October period each year as part of an annual concert held by the Department of Music. 
9. The Chairperson of the Department of Music shall make the presentation, and read the following:
The Niklas Werner Memorial Prize for Excellence in electroacoustic music composition/research is this year awarded to [RECIPIENT(S)]. This prize was made possible by the Werner family (Berlin, Germany), in memory of PhD student in music Niklas Werner (1976-2005), who passed away on Mt Aspiring in January 2005 before completing his thesis. The award celebrates his curiosity, originality, energy, and pioneering spirit. 

