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Māori students disgusted at Ministers’ excuses
Māori students today are shocked at the comments of Māori Affairs Ministers Parekura Horomia that suggest the government no longer needs to support Māori tertiary students.   Horomia states Manaaki Tauira was withdrawn because it was designed to increased participation, which he claims has been achieved. 

“85% of all Māori participate at certificate and diploma levels only, and face massive income disparity with non-Māori in the workforce. Only at the degree level and above do changes start to be made” says Veronica Tawhai, Kaituhono of Te Mana Akonga, the National Māori Tertiary Students Association. “To claim that a participation rate of 15% at the degree level and above is an acceptable level of achievement, and enough to cease support, is just ridiculous”.  
Horomia then also states, however, that it was withdrawn because it was meant to reduce disadvantage for Māori students and was ineffective in doing so because it was only $500 per student. He claims we instead need to focus on Māori secondary school students preparation for tertiary education.    
“Māori students are devastated the Minister of Māori Affairs, Mr. Horomia, has simply hung us out to dry“ said Miss Tawhai. “Only $500? Is he joking? He is obviously grasping at loose straws, trying to justify the government’s actions, and is coming up with nothing. He should be acknowledging the huge mistake government has made and be trying to fight for us! But instead we have been abandoned”.  

Dr. Cullen, Minister for Tertiary Education, has also made statements that the removal of interest on Māori students loans has far outweighed any negative impacts the withdrawing of Manaaki Tauira may have on Māori tertiary students. 
“Paying back your student loan is dependent on the income you can secure after gaining a qualification. What use is the interest write off going to be when you in fact cannot secure an income due to being unqualified, having left tertiary education due to a lack of support. This is the predicament thousands of Māori students are now contemplating”

“The excuses of these Ministers are disgusting, and show how truly far removed they are from the Māori student experience, and the reality of Māori communities. We will not stop in our fight for support of Māori students“ concluded Miss Tawhai.   
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