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Abstract: This seminar focuses on the status of Muslims in Western societies from a demographic perspective. The population of 

Muslims in the West has grown rapidly and has received increasingly significant attention in contemporary literature. This mainly lies in the substantial 

demographic dynamics of Muslims in the West, which has been termed as a demographic time bomb in some existing literature (Michaels 2009). For example, 

Islam has become the second largest religion in Europe in terms of the adherents’ population. Muslims are also the second and third largest religious minority 

in Australia and New Zealand respectively. Further, the phenomenon of re-Islamization has emerged in the USA (Haddad 2007). The increasing attention to 

Muslims in the contemporary literature is also partly associated with such events as the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the USA and the 7/7 terrorist attacks in the UK. 

Using a global approach, this seminar addresses the key demographic characteristics of Muslims in contemporary Western societies.   

    

Bio: Dr. Yaghoob (Yaqub) Foroutan recently completed his position as Inaugural Post-Doctoral Fellow at the National Institute of Demographic and Economic Analysis 

(NIDEA) at the University of Waikato (2010-2013) where he now holds a position as Research Associate. Dr. Foroutan is also Assistant Professor at The University of 

Mazandaran in Iran. He is also Adjunct Research Fellow at The Swinburne Institute for Social Research, Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia. Dr. 

Foroutan completed his PhD in the Demography & Sociology Program at the Australian National University (ANU), Canberra, Australia. His doctoral research examined the 

demographic dimensions and determinants of women’s market employment, with a specific focus on the effects of migration, ethnicity and religion (particularly Muslim 

immigrants), and won the W. D. Borrie Essay Prize awarded by the Australian Population Association. Dr. Foroutan has published extensively in peer-reviewed journals 

including the Journal of Population Research, International Migration Review, New Zealand Sociology, Immigrants & Minorities, Current Sociology, South Asia Research, 

Asian Journal of Women’s Studies, Australian Religion Studies Review, Fieldwork in Religion, and the Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs. He is also the author of a chapter 

on the association between gender and the religion of Islam in the book The World’s Religions: Continuities and Transformations published by Routledge in 2009. His most 

recent publications include the chapter “Content Analysis of Religious Education in the Islamic Republic of Iran” in the book Society, the State and Religious Education 

Politics (Ergon Publishing House, Würzburg, Germany, 2013), and an article titled 'Social Change and Demographic Response in Iran (1956-2006)" in British Journal of 

Middle Eastern Studies (2013, forthcoming). Dr Foroutan also serves regularly as referee to review articles for a wide range of international and academic journals related to 

his fields and research interests which include: migration and ethnicity, gender, culture and religion from a sociological and demographic perspective.  

Email: foroutan@waikato.ac.nz For more details:http://content.waikato.ac.nz/spe/people/foroutan 

 

mailto:foroutan@waikato.ac.nz
http://content.waikato.ac.nz/spe/people/foroutan

